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As of May 17, 2012 
 
THEATER 

 
The Irondale Ensemble 
Through the power of the ensemble process, Irondale creates and presents 
alive, compelling theater, performance, and education programs that 
challenge traditional assumptions about art, and help us to better interpret 
contemporary culture. The Irondale Center (Fort Greene, Brooklyn) – our 
theater, laboratory, and classroom – is a home for ensemble artists of all 
disciplines and cultures, and a resource for our community. 
 
Radha Blank 
As a storyteller, Brooklyn native Radha Blank finds great inspiration in the spirit of 
New York, the pulse of the hip-hop generation and the voices of underserved 
communities across the nation. "Riveting...immediately alive" is how The Voice 
described Radha’s one-woman-Hip-Hop-B-ball-dramedy Kenya (Dixon Place, 
3rd Annual NYC Hip-Hop Theater Festival, Public Theater’s New Works Now, 
HERE; awards: New Professional Theatre's Annual Writers Award for Best Script, 
The NY Foundation for the Arts Artists Fellowship and Nickelodeon's Writers 
Fellowship).  
 
Theatre Group Dzieci 
Dzieci (djyeh-chee) is an international experimental theatre ensemble 
dedicated to a search for the “sacred” through the medium of theatre. Using 
techniques garnered from such theatre masters as Jerzy Grotowski, Eugenio 
Barba and Peter Brook, ritual forms derived from Native American and Eastern 
spiritual disciplines, and an ethic based securely in Humanistic Psychology, 
Dzieci aims to create a theatre that is as equally engaged with personal 
transformation as it is with public presentation. 
 
Towards this aim, the ensemble balances work on performance with work of 
service, through creative and therapeutic interaction in hospitals and a variety 
of institutional settings. Dzieci believes that helping others generates a profound 
healing effect that not only serves the patient but also strengthens the 
ensemble’s work. 
 
We are also in discussions with the Elevator Repair Service (ERS) Theater 
Company for performances at the Brooklyn Public Library.  This program would 
follow-up ERS’ highly acclaimed performances of “Gatz” at The Public Theater. 
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DANCE 
 
Noémie Lafrance 
Noémie Lafrance is a Canadian choreographer living and working in New York City. 
She is the artistic director and founder of Sens Production, a not-for-profit arts 
organization that produces her site-specific work for public space and urban 
architecture. Born in Riviere-du-Loup, Quebec in 1973, Noemie Lafrance began her 
modern dance training at De-La Salle High School in Ottawa. She pursued 
professional training at Les Ateliers de Danse Moderne de Montreal from 1992 – 
1994. In 1994, she moved to New York to attend the Martha Graham School of 
Contemporary Dance having received a scholarship (1994 - 1997). Ms. Lafrance also 
studied fashion design at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York from 1998 – 
1999.  Ms Lafrance was one of the inaugural recipients of Lambent Fellowship from 
the Tides Foundation and she was recently nominated for the Alpert Award. She 
won the 2008 Music Video Production Award for choreography of the Feist music 
Video, “1,2,3,4”.  
 
Creative Outlet Dance Theatre 
Creative Outlet Dance Theatre of Brooklyn is a professional dance company that 
merges rigorous classical and modern technique with African-American soul and 
spirit. Under the artistic direction of Jamel Gaines, the company has been hailed by 
reviewers in the United States and Europe for its “richness of dance tone” and 
“contagious vitality.  The company is comprised of unique performing artists whose 
talents include theatre, spoken word, live music, and visuals in the form of video and 
photographic art. 
 
daela 
daela is an ensemble of performers and designers working under the artistic 
leadership of choreographer Kimberly Bartosik. The group is dedicated to rigorous 
exploration of movement, sound and visual design towards the creation of 
performances in space-specific environments.  "Kimberly Bartosik is one of the most 
instriguing descendents of Merce Cunningham." (Dance Magazine, February 2010) 
 
Marshall Davis Jr. 
Marshall Davis Jr. was born in Miami Beach, Florida. He began tap dancing at the 
age of 10 at the African Heritage Cultural Arts Center. By the age of 11, he was a 
finalist in the Philip Michael Thomas Rising Star Competition and was the 1989 Florida 
winner for the Tri-Star Pictures Tap Day contest, a promotion for the movie Tap 
starring Gregory Hines and Sammy Davis, Jr. 
 
At age of 13, he accepted a check from Ed McMahon for winning the coveted 
1991 Star Search Teen Dance Champion. Since winning, he has performed in 
Europe, Japan and throughout the United States. He performed in the Tony award-
winning Broadway and touring production of Bring in Da' Noise Bring in Da' Funk 
starring and choreographed by Savion Glover. Prior to that he performed at the 
Guthrie Theater as Pocket in Babes in Arms directed by Garland Wright.  He was 
most recently honored by Savion Glover "for giving tirelessly to the Spirit and Legacy 
of Tap Dancing." He performed at the Joyce Theater and is touring with Savion 
Glover. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
VOICE 
 
American Opera Projects 
American Opera Projects’ mission is to champion innovative works of music theater, 
to expand the art form, and to identify, develop and present new works by 
emerging and established talent. Our goal is to create a lasting legacy of relevant 
music theater and to inspire new audiences with a fresh appreciation for new opera 
and theater.  
 
American Opera Projects, Inc. (AOP) is a driving force behind the revitalization of 
contemporary opera and musical theater in the United States through its exclusive 
devotion to creating, developing, and presenting new American opera and music 
theatre projects. 
 
Founded in 1988 by Artistic Director (1988-2001) Grethe Barrett Holby, AOP has 
commissioned new works from some of this country’s most talented composers and 
librettists, and steers projects through from initial conception to final production. 
 
Ishmael “Ish” Islam 
Poet, MC, filmmaker, graphic artist, Pittsburgh Steelers fanatic and cookie 
aficionado are just some of the ways to describe nineteen year old Ishmael “Ish” 
Islam.   He is a native of Brooklyn and a proud spoken word artist.  Ish has most 
recently created a one man show entitled The Self-Spell under the partnership of 
Urban Word NYC and Dance Theater Workshop.  Ish is the 2012 NYC Youth Poet 
Laureate. 
 


